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Fatwa on Images and FaceApp 


Shaykh Abu Qatadah Al-Filistini 


The difference of opinion with regards to photographs is well known. The reason for the difference is how images 
are perceived; are they considered to be contending with Allah's creation or not. Those who have allowed it, do not 
consider photographs to be forms captured on paper but rather it is merely capturing a reflection. 

Those who have prohibited it, see that there is an inevitable involvement of the photographer in the making of the 
image. 

The majority swayed towards the first opinion, because the involvement of the photographer, is not in the actual 
forming of the image, but rather only in capturing it. 

Today we have this issue [FaceApp]. Whoever considers it would find that it carries the same meaning for which 
images were made prohibited in the shariah. Also that it is encompassed in the following hadiths of Prophet #§ 
"Who is more an oppressor than him who goes to create like My creation? Let him make an ant or a grain of 
com or a grain of barley." [Agreed upon] and "The most severely punished on the Day of Resurrection will be the 
image-makers." [Agreed upon]. Also the Prophet gf "forbade taking the price of blood and the price of a dog and 
the earnings of a prostitute, and cursed the one who took or gave (Riba) usury, and the lady who tattooed others 
or got herself tattooed, and the picture-maker." (Bukhari). And his j|§ statement: "The people who will be most 
severely punished on the Day of Resurrection will be those who try to match the creation of Allah." [ Agreed upon]. 
And also his #§ statement: "Those who draw pictures will be punished on the Day of Resurrection; and it will be 
said to them: Breathe soul into what you have created." [Bukhari], 

This, as well as many other hadiths, demonstrate the impermissibility of making images, and that the reason is, the 
one making the image is actively involved in forming the image in a manner which opposes the creation of Allah or 
contends with it by initiating the image. 
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Reflecting over this new matter, whereby an image is produced that predicts how a person may look in his old age, 
you would conclude that it is absolutely inline with the reasons of prohibition. It is an image produced by an action 
of the one who takes it, it manipulates the present [now] creation of Allah and therefore it is of the images which 
are prohibited. 

One must fear Allah and seek to preserve their faith (deen), each of us is bound by our actions, may Allah have mercy 
onus. 

Restricting the meaning of the images that the wise legislator (Allah) prohibited to statues is an error. The reason for 
the ruling is always considered first and foremost, as is established in Fiqh. 

Some narrations have shown that the prohibition of images encompasses statues as in the narration of Abi Talha 
in Bukhari and Muslim: "Angels do not enter a house wherein there is a dog or a picture of an animate being." 
The reason of the Hadith, includes images on walls or cloth. Likewise in the Hadith of Aisha ft in Bukhari where 

she says: "I stuffed for the Prophet i|§ a pillow decorated with pictures (of animals) which looked like a 
Namruqa (i.e. a small cushion). He came and stood among the people with excitement apparent on his 
face. I said, "0 Allahs Messenger H§! What is wrong? He said, "What is this pillow?" I said, "I have prepared 
this pillow for you, so that you may recline on it "He said, "Don'tyou know that angels do not enter a house 
wherein there are pictures; and whoever makes a picture will be punished on the Day of Resurrection and will be 
asked to give life to (what he has created) ?" 

Also the general meaning of the Hadith narrated by Ali^and in it he tells Abu Al-Hayyaj "Spare no image 
unwiped out." [Muslim]. This includes both forms of images (statues and images). 

The principle reason for the prohibition of images is; contending (mimicking) with Allah's creation as is explicitly 
mentioned. This encompasses statues, digital and paper images. 

What we see today of images produced that predict how a person may look in his old and senior years is absolutely 
contending with Allah's creation, and inline with the prohibited forms of images. 

14 July 2019/11 Dhu'l-Qi'dah 1440 AH 


Knowledge Mandates Action 

www.maktabahalbadr.com info@maktabahalbadr.com 


@maktabahalbadr 

OOtDOOO 



